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WRIT DENIED

Relator, Timothy Rihner, seeks supervisory review of the trial court’s
November 14, 2025 judgment, which the court issued after taking the matter under
advisement at an October 15, 2025 contempt hearing. The November 14 judgment
affirmed the hearing officer’s August 22, 2025 interim judgment finding Mr.
Rihner in contempt for his “willful failure” to pay past-due child support and
tuition.! The trial court’s judgment sentenced Mr. Rihner to 30 days imprisonment,
with the sentence suspended until December 15, 2025; relator could purge himself
of the contempt ruling by making a $10,000 payment before December 15, 2025.?

Mr. Rihner did not make the appropriate payment and was incarcerated on

December 15. Mr. Rihner now seeks review of the November 14 judgment,

! This is the third Rule for Contempt filed against relator.
2 Relator allegedly owes more than $24,000 in child support and tuition payments, having made
no child support payments since May 30, 2024.
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arguing that the contempt ruling and order for his incarceration should be vacated
because (1) the judgment was entered without the trial court making a finding that
he is financially capable of making payments; (ii) he never had “clear notice” that
his ability to pay would be at issue in the contempt proceedings; and (iii) the
judgment was entered without adding the Louisiana Department of Children and
Family Services (“DCFS”) as a party pursuant to La. R.S. 46:236.1.9, which
renders the judgment of contempt an absolute nullity. On the other hand, Mrs.
Rihner argues that Mr. Rihner’s ability to pay was made evident to the hearing
officer and the trial court. Mrs. Rihner further argues that La. R.S. 46:236.1.9 does
not indicate that the judgment itself is a nullity if DCFS is not made a party; DCFS
simply 1s not bound by any judgment rendered.

First, Mr. Rihner did not include a copy of the transcript from the October
15 hearing with his writ application, nor did he include copies of the relevant
opposition(s) filed by Ms. Rihner, in violation of Uniform Rules — Courts of
Appeal, Rule 4-5, making it difficult to determine the extent to which the trial
court considered his ability to pay. In her opposition, however, Mrs. Rihner
indicates that certain bank statements were offered at the interim hearing for
hearing officer’s consideration, as well as at the contempt hearing before the trial
judge. Second, we disagree with relator’s contention that DCFS was an
indispensable party to the rule for contempt. The contempt hearing was held
because Mr. Rihner failed to follow previous orders of the hearing officer and the
trial court. Accordingly, on the showing made, we see no reason to disturb the trial
court’s judgment. The writ is denied.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 23rd day of December, 2025.
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